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had to face a conflict between religion and loyalty,
so the Puritans in the same way would have to
choose between their conscience and obedience.
Elizabeth could check them, but she could not
suppress them. She took strong measures, and
some met their deaths for their attacks on the
Bishops. Puritans had to suffer for their religion,
as well as Catholics, for the safety of the State.
Money, next to beliefs, is the greatest cause of
strife; and here also Elizabeth had a foretaste of
what was coming to her successors.
Her famous economy helped her to some extent.
Her people -could never grumble at her for extra-
vagance. But as every man dislikes parting with
money, so it was impossible to keep people from
discontent. Elizabeth* did marvels, and she
never spared herself. *As times grew bad she sold
her Crown lands and her jewels, dear as those
were to her. \Yhen people blame her for her love
of finery, they should realize that she lived in an
age when actual cash was scarce. Just as gipsies
and primitive people put their savings into
bracelets and ear-rings, so Elizabeth invested in
fine jewels. Then, as need arose, she sold them.
She sold other things too. It was one of the
special powers belonging to the Crown to grant
the right to sell certain goods. Where this was
done, the person concerned gained a " mono-
poly ". That meant they alone could sell the
article concerned, Men eager for profit would
offer the Queen money down for such a right to
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